Sunday 14 of January
th

Welcome: Have you ever found something of value, maybe that you lost or just stumbled upon?
Select what order you choose to do the worship and word section.

Worship: see notes below

Word: Matt 13:44-46
Q1. Mark spoke about different ways that we meet Jesus, for some of us it is very unexpected other of us over a
period of time, maybe doing Alpha something like that. How would you describe you own encounter with Jesus?
Q2. The “kingdom of God….Kingdom of Heaven” can be a hard concept for us to understand, how would you
explain it to someone?
Q3. How has God revealed His will to you in regards to a particular course of action or decision?
Q4. What do the parables in verses 44-46 teach you about the value of the kingdom? With what emotion and
energy should it be pursued?
Q5. What sort of things/issues can dilute our commitment to Jesus?

PRAYER:
Over these next few weeks we are going to step aside from the mission section. This is to enable us as groups to
focus on praying for Ruari Obrien and the churches discerning and leading by God as to whether God is leading
us to call Ruari to EMBC. This week bring Ruari and the church before God, ask Him to show to us clearly over
the next few weeks His leading in our lives.
Just to remind you that Ruari is coming on the 14th and 28th of January. On the 28th of January following the
church we are having a special church meeting. At this we will take a ballot from the church membership to
discern whether God is leading us to call Ruari. The discerning ballot must indicate 80% of the members present
being in favour of calling Ruari, before a formal call is issued.

Falling in Love with God
Reflecting on the beautiful attributes of God
Keri Wyatt Kent
Materials needed:
Copies of Psalm 103, index cards or pieces of paper
Activity:
In his book Prayer, Richard Foster opens chapter eight, "Prayer of Adoration," with this statement: "Real prayer
comes not from gritting our teeth but from falling in love."
We may think of love, especially falling in love, as something that happens to us, something we can't control. And
yet, in many ways, love is a decision.
Our feelings toward God can be influenced by our decision to adore him. When we name the attributes of God and
when we tell him how much we love him, our actions begin to change our hearts.
Love is paradoxical in nature: when we give love, we receive it. When we worship God, telling him how much we
love him, that love is reflected back to us and multiplied.
As a group, worship God with prayers of adoration. Give each person a copy of Psalm 103 and a couple of index
cards. Take turns reading Psalm 103 verse by verse. As the psalm is read, group members should listen for words
about God's character and personality that stand out to them.
Give group members several minutes to reflect on the psalm. Then tell them to write down one or two attributes of
God that they notice from the psalm on their index cards, one attribute per card.
Have group members share the attributes they've written on their cards. Close in prayer.

